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This series of lessons has been designed for private study or classroom
presentation.  The purpose of this foreword is to explain certain conventions
utilized throughout the program.  The overall concept is to begin with the basic
concepts necessary for the new convert to understand and progress toward
more complex doctrine.  The lessons are numbered in order to maintain the
proper sequence of study.

When Scripture references are encountered in the text, various actions are
recommended.  When in parenthetical bold (Genesis 1:1) the verse is to be
looked up and read right away.  Frequently, the next textual statement will
comment on that verse.  Reading verse and text in proper order will enhance
one’s understanding of the verse.  Direct quotes from Scripture will be “bold
italicized and contained in quotation marks” and, unless otherwise noted,
will be from the King James Bible.  When the reference is in parenthetical
non-bold (Genesis 1:1) it is to provide the Scriptural basis for the statement if
confirmation is desired.  References in blue Genesis 1:1 will be listed in the
lesson section entitled FURTHER STUDY.

FURTHER STUDY is the “homework” section.  Its purpose is to encourage
Bible study at home.  The referenced verses have a short summation to assist
the student desiring more knowledge about a subject to find what they are
looking for.

The DISCUSSION QUESTIONS section is primarily for classroom use.
Open discussion with the exchange of ideas produces growth for all involved.
Most of the time the answer is contained in the referenced Scripture but
sometimes the question is offered for open discussion.  Even in private Bible
study, analysis of the question and the search for its answer can be rewarding.

This work is offered to anyone with a desire to better understand God’s Word.
It is our hope and prayer that the person studying these lessons will come away
with a better understanding of God’s will and a closer walk with our Lord,
Jesus Christ.

With Loving Concern for all those seeking God’s Message
The Church of God Rocky Mount

Rocky Mount, Virginia
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God's annual festivals and
Holy Days have tremendous
spiritual meaning. They not
only bring His people together
in holy convocations
(commanded religious assem-
blies), but more importantly,
they reveal His great Master
Plan by which He is fulfilling
His awesome purpose for hu-
manity! The annual obser-
vances God instituted reveal a
step-by-step outline of how He
is accomplishing His supreme
purpose. Each portrays a great
event in God's plan for the sal-
vation of all mankind.

The first Passover was ob-
served by the ancient Israelites

just before their exodus from
Egypt. They had been slaves in
Egypt for nearly a century be-
fore God freed them through a
series of plagues He caused to
punish their Egyptian captors
for refusing to let them go. The
10th and last plague was death
for every firstborn in Egypt.
But none of the Israelites were
harmed.

God, through Moses, had in-
structed every Israelite family
in Egypt to sacrifice a lamb and
smear some of its blood on the
doorposts of their houses. On
the night this was done, the
death angel passed over every
house marked with lamb's
blood.

God protected  the  ancient
Israelites from physical death
through a symbol--the blood of
these lambs. This was sym-
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bolic of the blood of Christ, the
"Lamb of God" (John 1:29),
which would be shed much
later to make possible the spiri-
tual salvation of mankind.

God commanded the ancient
Israelites  to  observe  the
Passover as a yearly reminder
of His delivering their firstborn
from death in Egypt. The Old
Testament Passover was a
commemoration of the first
Passover God instituted for de-
liverance of the Israelites’ first-
born from the plague of death.

Christians today are also com-
manded by God to observe the
Passover,  with  its  New
Testament symbols of unleav-
ened bread and wine, as a
yearly reminder of His deliver-
ing them from the penalty of
eternal death through the sacri-
fice of  Jesus Christ,  "our
Passover" (I Corinthians 5:7),
who  became  the   New
Testament Passover "Lamb"
(John 1:29).

God's annual festivals and Holy
Days have tremendous spiritual
meaning. They not only bring
His people together in holy
convocations (commanded  re-
ligious assemblies), but more
importantly, they reveal His
great Master Plan by which He
is fulfilling His awesome pur-
pose for humanity!

The annual observances God
instituted reveal a step-by-step
outline of how He is accom-
plishing His supreme purpose.
Each portrays a great event in
God's plan for the salvation of
all mankind.

But the vast majority are de-
ceived by Satan, the "god of
this world" (II Corinthians
4:4; Revelation 12:9). They
don't understand the true way to
salvation. That's because they
do not know what sin is, nor
what its penalty is. Conse-
quently they don't really know
why man needs a Savior! The
meaning of repentance is not
understood, or what God's way
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of life is all about. They don't
understand what God's Spirit
is, why we need it, or how to
receive it.

The religions of this world do
not understand the process of
spiritual begettal, growth and
birth into God's Divine
Family. They do not know
that God is now calling only a
few into His Church, and that
those few are now being
trained to rule in Christ's
soon-coming world-ruling
government.  Nor do they re-
alize that the vast "unsaved"
majority will be given their
opportunity for salvation in a
later, more favorable age,
when  Christ  and   His
Spirit-born assistants are rul-
ing the earth.

All this truth is pictured by
God's annual festivals and
Holy Days! Those who faith-
fully observe these com-
manded days are reminded of
these spiritual truths every
year.

The Bible clearly shows that
the death of Christ is the first
event, the first step, in God's
great plan for eventually
bringing thousands of millions
into His Divine Family. The
Passover, the first of God's
annual festivals, pictures that
event. Jesus commanded that
it be observed every year, with
new symbols, so we would
always remember His great
sacrifice for us.

The Church Jesus built and
promised to preserve under-
stands that the New Testament
Passover is the annual memo-
rial of the suffering and death
of Jesus Christ--that it pictures
our being reconciled to God
through a Savior who rescued
us from the penalty of our past
sins.
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1.  What completely new way of observing  the  Passover did
Jesus institute shortly before His crucifixion?
Luke 22:19-20; Matthew 26:26-29
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

2.  Was unleavened bread to symbolically represent Christ's
body, which was to be brutally beaten and cut open for man-
kind? Luke 22:19; Matthew 26:26
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

3.  Was wine to symbolically represent His blood, which was to
be shed for the forgiveness of past sins?
Luke 22:20; Matthew 26:27-29; Romans 3:25
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

4.  Did Jesus wash His disciples' feet as part of the new way of
observing the Passover?  John 13:1-5
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

5.  Why did Jesus institute this new observance of foot washing
in connection with the New Testament Passover? Verses 12-16
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
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6.  What special blessing is promised to those who obey Christ's
words by participating in this meaningful  ceremony  at  the
Passover service? John 13:17; 14:23
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

7.  Does Jesus' command to follow His example in taking un-
leavened bread and wine at the Passover (Luke 22:19-20) also
apply to Christians throughout all ages?
Matthew 28:19-20;  I Corinthians 11:23-26
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

COMMENT:  Jesus instituted this ordinance on the eve of His
crucifixion.  He  showed  His  disciples  how to  keep  the  New
Testament Passover and commands us to follow that example
today.

Jesus did not abolish the Passover--He merely changed the sym-
bols used.  Instead of shedding the blood of a lamb and eating its
roasted body, we are now to use unleavened bread and wine.
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