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This series of lessons has been designed for private study or classroom
presentation.  The purpose of this foreword is to explain certain conventions
utilized throughout the program.  The overall concept is to begin with the basic
concepts necessary for the new convert to understand and progress toward
more complex doctrine.  The lessons are numbered in order to maintain the
proper sequence of study.

When Scripture references are encountered in the text, various actions are
recommended.  When in parenthetical bold (Genesis 1:1) the verse is to be
looked up and read right away.  Frequently, the next textual statement will
comment on that verse.  Reading verse and text in proper order will enhance
one’s understanding of the verse.  Direct quotes from Scripture will be “bold
italicized and contained in quotation marks” and, unless otherwise noted,
will be from the King James Bible.  When the reference is in parenthetical
non-bold (Genesis 1:1) it is to provide the Scriptural basis for the statement if
confirmation is desired.  References in blue Genesis 1:1 will be listed in the
lesson section entitled FURTHER STUDY.

FURTHER STUDY is the “homework” section.  Its purpose is to encourage
Bible study at home.  The referenced verses have a short summation to assist
the student desiring more knowledge about a subject to find what they are
looking for.

The DISCUSSION QUESTIONS section is primarily for classroom use.
Open discussion with the exchange of ideas produces growth for all involved.
Most of the time the answer is contained in the referenced Scripture but
sometimes the question is offered for open discussion.  Even in private Bible
study, analysis of the question and the search for its answer can be rewarding.

This work is offered to anyone with a desire to better understand God’s Word.
It is our hope and prayer that the person studying these lessons will come away
with a better understanding of God’s will and a closer walk with our Lord,
Jesus Christ.

With Loving Concern for all those seeking God’s Message
The Church of God Rocky Mount

Rocky Mount, Virginia
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“Now when they heard this,  they were cut to the heart,
and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, Men and

Brethren, what shall we do?”

They were cut to the heart, in
other words, they were con-
victed of their wrong doing, of
their lost condition, of their
past actions that were contrary
to the way and will of God.
They were convicted of hav-
ing crucified the very son of
God!  Every person must one
day face the fact that Jesus
Christ died for their sins so
that they might be redeemed
from the penalty of death for
having broken God’s laws
(Romans 3:23-24).

Sin has separated us from God
(Isaiah 59:2).  The answer is
to repent, but the problem is,
for a person to repent they

must be convicted in their
hearts that they need to repent.
One person learns that they are
lost and a sinner but does noth-
ing about it and another person
learns the exact same thing
and is moved to do something
about it.  What is the differ-
ence in the two people?  CON-
VICTION!  God’s witness
who is bringing His word to a
lost person must be patient (2
Timothy 2:24-26).  Notice
first that God must grant a
person repentance and, sec-
ond, the unrepentant person
has   been  taken   captive   by
Satan.  God, through His Holy
Spirit, must touch the person’s
hard heart to bring about con-
viction.  The Bible talks about
a person’s heart being circum-
cised (Deuteronomy 10:16).

A person may have “head
knowledge” that they are a sin-
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ner and may sit on that know-
ledge for years without mov-
ing to do anything about it.
But when their “head know-
ledge” also becomes “heart
knowledge” they will be much
more inclined to do something
about it.  You may have been
thinking for years that you
needed to have your house
checked for termites but did
nothing about it, until the day
came when you saw the dam-
age they had already done to
your house.  When this hap-
pened you were convinced and
convicted to TAKE  ACTION!

The salvation process has
three elements:  the first being
God’s Calling (John 6:37, 44,
65),  the second element is
God’s revealing of some truth
to the one being called.  If they
accept that, then God gives
them some more truth
(Matthew 13:10-12; Luke
16:10).  If they don’t accept
that truth then for mercy’s
sake He allows them to be
blinded and hardens their
hearts (John 12:40; 2 Thessa-

lonians 2:10-11).  Truth sets
you free from the bonds of sin
(John 8:32), as one man said,
“It’s not the truth that sets you
free but the truth THAT YOU
KNOW.”  A lot of people
know that Jesus died for them
and that they are sinners, but
they live their lives as if they
don’t really know it or care.
That leads us to the third ele-
ment in the salvation process,
GOD’S CONVICTION.
There must be some convic-
tion and they must have the
truth revealed to them.  They
must know the truth.  There
was a somewhat famous line
in a movie that said, “You
can’t handle the truth.”  If God
knows that you aren’t ready to
handle the truth then He will,
in His mercy and patience,
wait for a different time (2
Peter 3:9).  When a person
accepts some truth and is con-
victed that the truth he has
accepted is in fact truth and
that it applies to him, he will
make an effort to obey it.  The
person must be convinced
through conviction that:
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1.  They are under the death
penalty because of sin.  They
must know the Biblical defini-
tion    of    sin (1 John 3:4;
Romans 6:23).

2.  Obedience is desired be-
cause of salvation BUT obedi-
ence is NOT what saves them.
It is Jesus Christ and the fact
that HIS BLOOD and sacrifice
paid the penalty for us, making
atonement for all our sins.

3.  They must repent and want
to be baptized so that they
might receive God’s Holy
Spirit, which will give them
life and power over sin and
reveal more truth to them.

A person who is honest with
himself  is a person whom God
can convict.  God will not
work with the person who will
not be honest with himself and
admit that they are a sinner
(Luke 18:10-14).  God could
cause things to happen in their
lives that would compel them

to become not only honest
with themselves but broken
and desperately seeking God
in a manner of a few days if He
so desired.  However, God’s
timetable is not the same as
ours.  The person who is not
being honest with himself will
make excuses as to why he
doesn’t believe in a God or as
to why he is not so bad.  They
will make excuses as to why
they cannot obey Him.  The
honest person will admit that
they are not totally right with
God.
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1.  What keeps a person from being honest with himself?
Proverbs 16:18

___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

2.  How easy or difficult is it for a person to admit being wrong?
   Genesis 3:11-13; 1 Samuel 15:13-23

___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
3.  Is a person who refuses to admit to being wrong deceiving
     himself?  Jeremiah  5:30-31, 17:9
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

4. How might a person know if they are in fact being
     convicted?

  1 Kings 21:27; John 8:9; Acts 2:37
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

5.  Does God sometimes use another person to show us our sin
     and to bring conviction? 2 Samuel 12:1-13
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

6.  Is one purpose of the law to bring conviction?
     Romans 4:15; 5:13
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
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7.  In the book “Praying Effectively for the Lost” the author
     said, “……whoever controls the mind controls the person.
     If  Satan can continue to control the mind of an unsaved
     individual, he will be able to keep him from being saved.
    The  only way for him to do this is to keep the person
    blinded to the gospel, for anyone in his “right” mind will
    choose Jesus over Satan and Heaven over hell EVERY
    single time!”  What role does Satan play in keeping people
    from coming to conviction? Acts 26:18
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

Luke 5:8 Peter saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful
man, O Lord.
Acts 9:3-6 the Damascus Road experience of Saul.
Acts 26:27-28 King Agrippa almost persuaded.
James 4:17 He that knows to do good and does not do it
commits sin.
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