LESSON 25

EN AND THE KINGDOM OF

“And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set
up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the
kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in
pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand
forever.”
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This series of lessons has been designed for private study or classroom
presentation. The purpose of this foreword is to explain certain conventions
utilized throughout the program. The overall concept is to begin with the basic
concepts necessary for the new convert to understand and progress toward
more complex doctrine. The lessons are numbered in order to maintain the
proper sequence of study.

When Scripture references are encountered in the text, various actions are
recommended. When in parenthetical bold (Genesis 1:1) the verse is to be
looked up and read right away. Frequently, the next textual statement will
comment on that verse. Reading verse and text in proper order will enhance
one’s understanding of the verse. Direct quotes from Scripture will be “bold
italicized and contained in quotation marks” and, unless otherwise noted,
will be from the King James Bible. When the reference is in parenthetical
non-bold (Genesis 1:1) it is to provide the Scriptural basis for the statement if
confirmation is desired. References in blue Genesis 1:1 will be listed in the
lesson section entitled FURTHER STUDY.

FURTHER STUDY is the “homework™ section. Its purpose is to encourage
Bible study at home. The referenced verses have a short summation to assist
the student desiring more knowledge about a subject to find what they are
looking for.

The DISCUSSION QUESTIONS section is primarily for classroom use.
Open discussion with the exchange of ideas produces growth for all involved.
Most of the time the answer is contained in the referenced Scripture but
sometimes the question is offered for open discussion. Even in private Bible
study, analysis of the question and the search for its answer can be rewarding.

This work is offered to anyone with a desire to better understand God’s Word.
It is our hope and prayer that the person studying these lessons will come away
with a better understanding of God’s will and a closer walk with our Lord,
Jesus Christ.

With Loving Concern for all those seeking God’s Message
The Church of God Rocky Mount
Rocky Mount, Virginia



“And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom
which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to
other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms,

and it shall stand forever.”

Most people that havé.'éven y
just a passing knowledge of

the Bible believe that the Bible

promises a better life in a bet-

ter place. Some believe that
better life is in a place called
heaven while others believe in
a heaven on earth. You will
find, in most Bibles, lots of
references to “the kingdom of
heaven” and to “the kingdom
of God”. These references to a
kingdom can be used inter-
changeably and are talking
about the same place. Jesus
used the term “kingdom of
heaven” in Matthew 5:3 &
7:21, but uses “kingdom of
God” in Matthew 6:33 &

Matthew 19:24. There are
many more examples of this

- we could turn to, but notice

that both phrases, (kingdom
of heaven and kingdom of
God), don’t say kingdom IN
heaven. As a matter of fact,
you won’t be able to take a
Bible like the King James Ver-
sion and find one place that
makes a clear statement that
says the Christians are going
to a place called heaven. You
will find heaven mentioned
583 times in your KJV. You
will find kingdom of heaven
mentioned 33 times. We can
say that the kingdom of God is
in heaven right now, but the
question is where will it be
when Jesus returns? Before
we look for that answer let’s
define just what a kingdom is.
A kingdom would have to con-
sist of 4 different elements.



1. A ruler or king.

2. A territory or place to rule.
3. Subjects or people to rule
over.

4. Laws to make everything
work.

The following scriptures will
show that Jesus will be our
ruling King. (John 18:37,
Revelation 11:15) The next
scriptures show where that
Kingdom will be. (Revelation
5:9-10, Revelation 2:26-27)
Are there nations or kingdoms
in heaven that need ruling
over? No, but there are and
will be people on earth that
will be ruled over by Jesus
Christ and the saints.

Before we go to the next scrip-
ture you need to remember
that there are 3 heavens in
your Bible. Genesis 1:1 says
heavens, in the plural. Later
we will look at a scripture
where Paul mentioned the
third heaven. What are the
three heavens? Some people
have said that the next scrip-

ture (I Thessalonians 4:16-
17) means we are going to
heaven upon the Lords return,
but does it clearly say that?
Again, the question is: where
is Jesus going to be ruling?

Remember our key verse?
When Peter said to Jesus that
“we have left all and followed
You. Therefore what shall we
have?” Jesus didn’t say that
Peter could look forward to
retirement in a place called
heaven. Turn to Matthew
19:28-30 for His answer. Who
did the angel Gabriel say that
Jesus would rule over? (Luke
1:33) In Zechariah 14 he talks
about “the day of the LORD,”
a term that almost always
means the time at the end, ei-
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ther just before, during or just
after Christ returns. Christ re-
turns to the Earth and His feet
will stand on the Mount of
Olives. See Zechariah 14:3-9.
During the last days or “the day
of the LORD” a lot of people
will die because of the seven
last plagues that are poured out
on the earth. (Revelation 15)

However, some people are left
alive on this earth. Compare
Isaiah 24:1 and then verse 6.
Next turn to Isaiah 2:2-4 for
more evidence of a Kingdom
here on earth with flesh and
blood people that Christ and the
saints will be ruling and teach-
ing over. God’s ways and the
earth itself has been greatly dis-
torted by the effects of sin for
the past 6,000 years. This
world and this world system of
corrupt governments is not the
world that God made. This
world is a junkyard compared
to the original world that God
made at the beginning. The
world we live in now is the
world that Satan has influenced

and led astray, but The Good
News is that God will restore
the earth to even better than it
was in the Garden of Eden, and
The Kingdom of Heaven will
be here on Earth. Isaiah 35 says
that “the desert shall blossom

as the rose, the eyes of the
blind shall be opened”
(physically and spiritually),

and “the ears of the deaf shall
be unstopped.” Would you like
to help people see and hear the
truth? To show them a better
way? To heal someone physi-
cally and spiritually? And to be
able to do all this with a perfect
mind and body because you
have been born again into the
family of God and you will
help, serving wunder Jesus
Christ, to rule or show the
world a better way. The way of
the Kingdom of God.



Discussion Questions:

1. Do the prophets tell us how much territory will be included in
the Kingdom of God? Daniel 2:34-35

2. Where does the Bible declare the home of the people of God
will be? Revelation 5:10

3. Will the Feast of Tabernacles be kept in the Kingdom of God?
Zechariah 14:16-19

4. Does Zechariah 14:17 & 18 indicate that there will be flesh
and blood people here on earth at the beginning of the rule of
Christ during the Kingdom of God?

5. What about I Corinthians 15:50 where Paul says that flesh
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God?




6. Who is going to be ruling with Christ? Revelation 2:26-27
and 3:21

7. Is there a time coming when the whole earth will be filled
with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD? Habakkuk
2:14

FOR FURTHER STUDY:

Isaiah 11:6-9 Animals of prey will live in peace with the animals they
used to hunt and kill, they will no longer be a threat to mankind, and the
Earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD.

Isaiah 25:7-8 God will remove the blindness of His ways from the peo-
ple, there will be no death and no tears of sorrow.

Isaiah 29:18-19 In that day shall the people will hear and understand the
words of God and those who have suffered for His Word shall have their
joy increased.

Isaiah 65:17-25 The old sorrows will be forgotten and there will be no
more pain or destruction or injustice.

Micah 4:1-8 In the last days the government of the LORD shall be es-
tablished over all nations and they will come to the LORD and He will
teach them of his ways and there will be no more war.

Matthew 5:3-10 The Beatitudes.
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