LESSON 36

“O LORD my God, I cried unto thee, and thou

hast healed me.”
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This series of lessons has been designed for private study or classroom
presentation. The purpose of this foreword is to explain certain conventions
utilized throughout the program. The overall concept is to begin with the basic
concepts necessary for the new convert to understand and progress toward
more complex doctrine. The lessons are numbered in order to maintain the
proper sequence of study.

When Scripture references are encountered in the text, various actions are
recommended. When in parenthetical bold (Genesis 1:1) the verse is to be
looked up and read right away. Frequently, the next textual statement will
comment on that verse. Reading verse and text in proper order will enhance
one’s understanding of the verse. Direct quotes from Scripture will be “bold
italicized and contained in quotation marks” and, unless otherwise noted,
will be from the King James Bible. When the reference is in parenthetical
non-bold (Genesis 1:1) it is to provide the Scriptural basis for the statement if
confirmation is desired. References in blue Genesis 1:1 will be listed in the
lesson section entitled FURTHER STUDY.

FURTHER STUDY is the “homework” section. Its purpose is to encourage
Bible study at home. The referenced verses have a short summation to assist
the student desiring more knowledge about a subject to find what they are
looking for.

The DISCUSSION QUESTIONS section is primarily for classroom use.
Open discussion with the exchange of ideas produces growth for all involved.
Most of the time the answer is contained in the referenced Scripture but
sometimes the question is offered for open discussion. Even in private Bible
study, analysis of the question and the search for its answer can be rewarding.

This work is offered to anyone with a desire to better understand God’s Word.
It is our hope and prayer that the person studying these lessons will come away
with a better understanding of God’s will and a closer walk with our Lord,
Jesus Christ.

With Loving Concern for all those seeking God’s Message
The Church of God Rocky Mount
Rocky Mount, Virginia




“O LORD my God, I cried unto thee, and thou hast
healed me.”

"
b

Everyone is familiafiSE /G " He ordained the twelve to preach and

a child, when you fell down and .

skinned your knee, in a few days after
the scab formed, you peeled it off and

fresh, new skin was underneath. A

little reddened and a little tender, but
brand new skin nonetheless. Howev-
er, when a healing occurs right away,
when a sickness or an injury that
would normally take weeks to mend
or may not fully recover at all is sud-
denly healed, that is a miracle. The
Key Verse tells us where the power
for that healing comes from. It comes
from God, our Father in Heaven.

God, the source of all Spirit, pours
out His Holy Spirit to Christ, through
Whom we receive it. Just as we
receive God’s Holy Spirit to unite
with our spirit to become a new per-
son in Christ, the Spirit of healing
comes to certain ones the same way.
The Spirit of healing comes through

“heal.
10:1, how Jesus called His twelve

Christ, our Great Physician, (Mark
2:17) and empowers those He
chooses to possess it with the gift to
It is described, in Matthew

disciples and gave them power to
heal sickness and all manner of dis-
ease and again in Mark 3:14-15, how

to have the power to heal sicknesses.
In these passages, it is shown that the
power to heal comes directly from
Christ the same way as we receive
His Spirit. All of the gifts come
through God’s Spirit (1 Corinthians
12:8-11) including the Spirit of the
gift of healing. In Luke 5:17, an
event is taking place with a great
crowd listening to Jesus teach. While
this occasion was going on, the Scrip-
ture points out that “the power of the
Lord was present to heal them.” The
word “power” comes from the Greek
word dunamis from which our word
dynamic is derived. This power or
“dynamic force” is the Spirit of heal-
ing. The individual who receives this
Spirit of healing can heal in a miracu-
lous way. Today that gift appears to
be very rare.



James explains a course of action
that the church can take to achieve

healing (James 5:14-16). Three
important elements of this healing
effort are love, prayers, and faith.
Not only is it indicated that the one
healed is forgiven, but the members
of the congregation should ac-
knowledge their mistakes to one
another and pray together for for-
giveness. For the power of healing
to abide in a church, the members of
that congregation must be in harmo-
nious concert with each other. This
comes when they put aside petty
matters of contentiousness and fel-
lowship in a forgiving spirit of love.
With this atmosphere of love, faith,
and “effectual fervent prayer” the
promise is given that much will be
accomplished.

The anointing by the elders is a
form of healing by touch. Jesus
healed with His touch. When He
went to Peter’s house and saw
Peter’s mother-in-law sick with fe-
ver, He touched her hand and she
was immediately healed and the fe-
ver left her. She recovered suffi-
ciently to be able to get up and
perform the duties of hostess to her
Distinguished Visitor (Matthew 8).
He healed a leper by touching him
(Luke 5). Paul healed by the laying
on of hands (Acts 28). Sometimes

the one healed did the touching. A
woman who had suffered with an
issue of blood for twelve years
touched His garment and was
healed. Healing must expend ener-
gy, because Jesus felt virtue
(dunamis, i.e. force) leave Him
(Mark 5:25-30). The healing of the
woman had to be accomplished by
this healing energy, imparted from
Jesus to her the same way as His
Holy Spirit is imparted to us to
dwell in us.

Sometimes healing occurs without
touching. Jesus could heal without
being in the presence of the one
being healed. As He entered Caper-
naum a Roman centurion ap-
proached Him, earnestly pleading
for Him to heal a sick servant
(Matthew 8). Jesus agreed to go to
his house and heal the servant, but
the centurion, being an humble man,




deferred, saying, “speak the word
only, and my servant shall be
healed.” Here we have the three
essential elements for healing: the
centurion’s love for his servant, his
faith at which Jesus was amazed,
and the face to face request made to
Jesus which is by far the best kind
of prayer. When we pray, although
He cannot be seen, we are face to
face with Jesus. From where He
stood at that moment, Jesus healed
the servant that same hour, without
touching him.

During his ministry in Lystra, Paul
saw a man crippled from birth, un-
able to walk (Acts 14). As Paul
preached, he noticed the attentive-
ness of the man and perceived that
he had faith. Looking intently at the
man, Paul said with a loud voice,
“Stand upright on thy feet.” The
man leaped up and immediately
walked. Again, the three elements
of healing: Paul’s love for the man
demonstrated by his unsolicited act
of healing, the faith Paul discerned
in the man, and who could doubt the
hope and desire of the man to walk,
merging into his heart as a prayer?
Paul, not being the source of the
healing power, also prayed when he
told the man to stand up.

In the examples above, the healing

occurred immediately. The servant,
Peter’s mother-in-law, and the crip-
pled man were all cured right away
and went ahead with the tasks of
everyday living. Some may doubt
that such is the case. Perhaps deep
faith in the validity of God’s Word
is lacking. Chapter 12 of Matthew
gives an example whereby the speed
of the healing cannot be denied.
While in the synagogue, Jesus
healed a withered hand. If the only
action seen by the Pharisees had
been Jesus speaking, they would
have had no cause to object. Howev-
er, when they saw the hand immedi-
ately restored, they knew that Jesus
had healed on the Sabbath.

There will be occasions when the
healing will not take place right
away. King Hezekiah was termi-
nally ill and was informed by Isaiah
to set his affairs in order for he was
going to die (2 Kings 20). The king
turned his face to the wall, prayed
and wept, reminding God of his obe-
dience, good works, and respect for
God’s truth. Hezekiah’s love for
God was demonstrated through his
obedience, his faith was shown
through his good works, and now
his prayer caused God to relent and
grant him fifteen more years of life.
Apparently the healing was not im-
mediate. A medication of com-




pressed figs was applied to the
inflammation and after three days
Hezekiah was well enough to go to
the temple.

Today, a prayer for healing isn’t
always answered right away. Our
culture has moved too far from
God to be worthy of such immedi-
ate attention. However, the rem-
nant church (The remnant church,
according to Revelation 12:17, are
those who keep the command-
ments of God and have the testi-
mony of Jesus Christ.) has the
knowledge of what is required and
can experience miraculous healing.
Sometimes the miracle is obvious
because of the healing of a serious
sickness from which one would not
have normally recovered. Some-
times the speed of recuperation
reveals the divine nature of the
healing. Other times the healing
proceeds at a normal pace but the
pain and suffering are minimal and
this, too, is a divine blessing of
healing. The miracle isn’t always
in the shortness of the healing time,
it is in the superior results of the
mending.

The sin of man is repulsive to God
and He doesn’t want to be around
it. In order to heal, the Spirit of
healing must be present. When

God’s Spirit is present, God is
present. When a nation of people
are disobedient or proud and exalt
themselves above God, He will
turn away from them and leave
them to their own waywardness.
Jesus is not going to take people by
the hand and force them to do what
is right. If righteousness is not
found in them, He will withhold
healing (Matthew 13:15). He
spoke in parables because He
wants conversion to be real, not an
exercise in temporary emotion.
With study, prayer, and obedience
to His will, the miracle of healing
may become a normal daily event.




Discussion Questions:

1. After being healed and forgiven of sin, what is the warning it would
be wise to heed? John 5:14

2. The three important elements of healing are love, prayer, and faith. In
James 5:14 the church, in love, calls for the elders and prayer is offered.
How is faith demonstrated?

3. When Peter and John healed a man lame from birth he was expecting
alms and had no idea that they could heal him. In this act of healing, who
supplied the love, prayer, and faith? Acts 3:2-7

FURTHER STUDY:

Numbers 12:1-15 Miriam was shut out from the camp seven days.

2 Kings 20:1-5 Hezekiah healed on the third day.

Psalm 103:3 He forgives sins and heals.

Malachi 4:2 For you who fear my name the Sun of righteousness shall
arise with healing in his wings.

Matthew 8:5-13 Jesus enters Capernaum and meets a centurion.
Matthew 8:14-15 Jesus visits Peter's house and heals his wife's mother.
Matthew 12:9-14 Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?

Luke 5:13 Jesus heals a leper by touching him.

Luke 6:19 The multitude touched Him and virtue went out of Him and
healed them all.

Luke 13:14 The ruler of the synagogue was indignant because Jesus had
healed on the Sabbath.

Acts 14:8-10 Paul heals a man at Lystra.

Acts 28:8 Paul prayed and laid hands on him and healed him.
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