
“Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no
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This series of lessons has been designed for private study or classroom
presentation.  The purpose of this foreword is to explain certain conventions
utilized throughout the program.  The overall concept is to begin with the basic
concepts necessary for the new convert to understand and progress toward
more complex doctrine.  The lessons are numbered in order to maintain the
proper sequence of study.

When Scripture references are encountered in the text, various actions are
recommended.  When in parenthetical bold (Genesis 1:1) the verse is to be
looked up and read right away.  Frequently, the next textual statement will
comment on that verse.  Reading verse and text in proper order will enhance
one’s understanding of the verse.  Direct quotes from Scripture will be “bold
italicized and contained in quotation marks” and, unless otherwise noted,
will be from the King James Bible.  When the reference is in parenthetical
non-bold (Genesis 1:1) it is to provide the Scriptural basis for the statement if
confirmation is desired.  References in blue Genesis 1:1 will be listed in the
lesson section entitled FURTHER STUDY.

FURTHER STUDY is the “homework” section.  Its purpose is to encourage
Bible study at home.  The referenced verses have a short summation to assist
the student desiring more knowledge about a subject to find what they are
looking for.

The DISCUSSION QUESTIONS section is primarily for classroom use.
Open discussion with the exchange of ideas produces growth for all involved.
Most of the time the answer is contained in the referenced Scripture but
sometimes the question is offered for open discussion.  Even in private Bible
study, analysis of the question and the search for its answer can be rewarding.

This work is offered to anyone with a desire to better understand God’s Word.
It is our hope and prayer that the person studying these lessons will come away
with a better understanding of God’s will and a closer walk with our Lord,
Jesus Christ.

With Loving Concern for all those seeking God’s Message
The Church of God Rocky Mount

Rocky Mount, Virginia
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Our Key Verse says that the
knowledge of sin, that is the
awareness of what is right and
what is wrong, comes by the
law because the law identifies
sin (Romans 7:7).  By identi-
fying sin, the law informs the
sinner that he is lost and leads
him to the redemption offered
by Christ. Redemption gives
the recipient freedom from the
death sentence of the law and
also the gift of faith to obey the
law in his life. To live a spiri-
tual life in Christ is the main
purpose of God’s Law, to teach
us what things are righteous
and to identify those things that
are wrong so we can do those
things which are right.  We

show our love for Him by
keeping His law (1 John 5:3)
and we will receive mercy
(Exodus 20:6).  If a certain act
is forbidden by God’s law, the
commission of that act is a sin
because the law forbidding it
has been violated.  Sin is the
breaking of the law (1 John
3:4). Therefore if there is no
law to disobey then no sin can
take place (Romans 4:15).
Without the law, there is no sin
(Romans 5:13) and it should
be obvious to the most casual
observer that there is definitely
sin in this world.  All have
sinned, (Romans 3:23) so the
law must exist.

Some faiths would have us be-
lieve that the law is no longer
valid, that it has been “done
away.”  Some of the Scriptures
used by them are as follows:
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Romans 6:14
How does sin have dominion
over you?  By making you lia-
ble under the law to die for
your sins.  “Under grace” does
not mean “above the law,” it
means that the person is no
longer under the sentence of
death because their sins have
been pardoned.

Romans  8:7
The ones who preach that the
law has been done away with
assume that the carnal mind is
the mind of the flesh.  Not so!
The carnal mind is the uncon-
verted mind (1 Corinthians
2:14-16). They also believe
that “not subject to the law”
means that we are under grace
and therefore we are not ac-
countable to the law.  Everyone
is accountable to it.  Those un-
der grace have repented and are
willingly obedient to it, while
the unsaved are most surely
subject to the law of damnation
(Colossians 3:25; Mark
16:16).  Use of this verse to

render the law null and void
shows a total lack of under-
standing it.

Galatians 2:16
“Justified,” occurring three
times in this verse, means
“rendered innocent” and re-
peats the same thought as ex-
pressed in our Key Verse.
Salvation (being rendered inno-
cent) cannot be earned by
works (the keeping of the law),
however, it is a free gift of
grace bestowed upon the one
who believes in and accepts the
sacrifice of Jesus dying on the
cross as the substitute death in
their stead.  The thought ex-
pressed by this Scripture in no
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way implies that the law has
been “done away,” but merely
that it cannot save you. Only
your acceptance of Christ’s
death in your stead can do that.

Colossians 2:14
This is a favorite of many who
insist that the law no longer
applies.  Their position is that
the “handwriting of ordinances
against us” was the law.  Let’s
apply a little common sense to
this matter.  Do you think that a
law prohibiting someone to kill
you is written against you?
Think about it.  What was re-
ally nailed to the cross?  Jesus!
Why was He nailed to the
cross?  To die!  Why did He
have to die?  To atone for our
sins so we would not have to
die ourselves.  What was the
result of His death?  We, the
sinner, were declared guiltless
and rendered innocent of the
penalty for our sins.  What do
the Record Books of Heaven
reflect about us after this?
Blank pages in our Sin Record,

blotted out by the blood of
Jesus (Isaiah 44:22).  What
was actually nailed to the cross,
metaphorically, was the record
of our sins!!  Not the law.

Hebrews 7:19
“Perfect” in this verse means
complete, to accomplish or
consummate.  The law did not
complete anyone’s salvation,
but had to be repeated every
year (Hebrews 10:1-4). The
blood of animals cannot take
away sin, it only covers them
temporarily. The ritual had to
be repeated year after year.  The
“better hope” that was brought
in was Christ, whose atoning
death paid the penalty once and
for all (Hebrews 10:10).  The
law was never intended to be
the permanent resolution for
sin, but only a guide to lead
men to righteousness, so imply-
ing that the Crucifixion re-
placed all the law is misleading,
as we shall see later.

There is a very good example
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of the law becoming void under
certain conditions (Romans
7:1-3; I Corinthians 7:39).
The widow is released from the
law binding her to her husband
when he dies, freeing her to
remarry if she so chooses.  Ac-
cording to the doctrine of some
churches, this means that the
law has been abolished and all
the women in the land can go
out and commit bigamy.  This
is nonsense, of course.  We can
easily understand that the law
which no longer applies to this
widow still applies to all other
women still married.  It has not
been “done away.”  The widow
is free from the marriage law
the same as the saved person is
free from the death penalty for
sin, but the rest of the married
women are still bound by the
marriage law the same as the
lost are still under the death
penalty for their sins and need
the law to show them the error
of their ways. The Christian is
free from the law of sin and
death just as the widow is free

from the law of marriage, but
Christians are subject to the law
of the Spirit of life in Christ, the
law of obedience, whereas the
lost are still subject to the law
of death just as wives, in the
same world as widows, are still
subject to the marriage vows.
Basically, the law of the Spirit
of life in Christ is love.  If the
law is abolished, there is only
condemnation and the death
sentence, leaving the lost with
no pathway to redemption
(1 Timothy 1:9).  The law has
been compared to a schoolmas-
ter, or teacher, that guides the
sinner to salvation (Galatians
3:22-25).  After graduating
from school, do you forget and
never use all you learned, burn
your books and hang the teach-
er?  Of course not!  The know-
ledge you acquired in school is
essential to live a better life.  So
the law, which brought you to
salvation, has accomplished its
task in doing so, but the contin-
ued observance of it is neces-
sary for a better life also -- an
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eternal life (Romans 8:2). The
realization by the sinner of his
lost state comes from the in-
struction of the law, then after
redemption, the law as a
schoolmaster is replaced by
Christ, our High Priest.

The purpose of the law is to get
us on the right path and keep us
there.  Jesus made it very clear
when He said that He came to
insure that God’s will, revealed
through the law, should be
“obeyed as it should be”
[Thayer’s Lexicon], the mean-
ing of the word “fulfil” in the
verse (Matthew 5:17-19).
This declaration by Jesus
Himself makes it quite clear
that His Crucifixion had noth-
ing to do with the extinction of
all the law.  We are told to use
and keep the law (James 2:8;
Romans 2:13) because without
it there is no guidance to salva-
tion and no reliable pattern for
our behavior after salvation.
Salvation is not earned by keep-
ing the law, it is found through

the law.  Obedience is the result
of true repentance.  Salvation is
a gift through the grace of God,
Who is merciful toward us and
has accepted the price paid for
our sins by His Son (I John
4:9).  Certain laws were abol-
ished because of the sacrifice of
God’s Son, but not all of them.
Which types were brought to an
end and which types remain
today will be the subject of the
next lessons, since some of the
Old       Testament laws are no
longer observed.  Which ones
are they?  In the next several
lessons we will discuss the four
different types of law and how
they apply today.

no pathway to redemption
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1.  Is obedience of the law required for salvation?
Luke 23:39-43
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

2.  What do you think makes a person aware of their lost state?
Romans 7:7
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

3.  How do they know what to do about it and how to proceed
with the solution? Matthew 19:17
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________



The Law

8

Psalm 119:92 Without the law we would die in our sin.
Matthew 15:9 Evil thoughts proceed out of the heart.
John 14:23 Jesus said if a man loves Me, he will keep My
words.
Romans 3:28 Man is justified by faith, not by the law.
Romans 7:12 The law is as the commandment, holy, just, and
good.
1 Corinthians 2:9 Man has not imagined the things God has
for them that love Him.
Ephesians 2:8-10 We are saved by grace through faith, not
by works, but we are created for good works, God having or-
dained that we should perform them.
1 Timothy 1:8 The law is good, if a man uses it lawfully.
James 1:12 Blessed is the man that resists temptation.
James 2:5 God has chosen the poor of this world rich in faith,
heirs to the Kingdom which He has promised to them who
love Him.
1 John 2:3-4 He that says I know Him and does not keep His
commandments is a liar.
Revelation 12:17 The remnant of the church are they which
keep the commandments of God.
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